POULTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THE 21st MAY 2018 AT 7 PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present:
Chris Davies



Phil Heneghan 



Mike Willis



Andy Young



Barry Thomas



Shaun Parsons (County Councillor)



Heather Harris (Clerk)

2 members of the public also attended the meeting.

1. Appointment of Chairman.

Cllr. Heneghan proposed that Cllr. Davies continue as Chairman, seconded by Cllr. Willis.

2. Appointment of Vice Chairman.
Cllr. Davies proposed that Cllr. Heneghan continue as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr. Young.

3. Approval of Minutes.
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th March 2018 were approved and signed.

4. Report on Internal Audit.
The Accounts for 2017/18 have been internally audited and signed off.  The Internal Auditor did not raise any issues.

5. Signing of Annual Accounts.
The Accounts were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  The Cashbook was signed by the Chairman.

6. Payments and Receipts including Account Balances.

Payments received into the Current Account:

Cotswold District Council (precept)
5,250.00

VAT Refund



170.73

Payments made from the Current Account:

Hartwell & Co (playground materials)
1,252.80

C Davies (refund for padlock)

17.58

GAPTC (membership)


110.67

Zurich (Insurance)


696.68

Playsafety (RoSPA Inspection)

109.20

Poulton Village Hall (rental)

26.40

Needhams (Bus shelter repairs)

2,859.60

Needhams (Bus shelter flooring)
1,354.80

S Dillon (Internal Audit)


70.00
A transfer of 631.24 will be made to the Deposit account representing the VAT refund for the previous year and monies surplus in 2017/18.  

The Clerk transferred 2,383 into the Current account to cover the cheque to Needhams for the bus shelter repair.  The Clerk will transfer monies received from the Insurance Company, when received, back into the Deposit account.

The Councillors discussed payments due:

Bark chippings



315

Flooding contribution


500

Invoice for playground repair work
300

Balances:

Current Account


1,205.27

Deposit Account


2,171.90

Graveyard Account


3,000.00

7. Report on RoSPA Inspection.
The annual playground inspection was conducted in April by Playsafety Limited.  The following recommendations were discussed.  New bark chippings are required to return the chippings to the recommended level.  Cllr. Heneghan has obtained a quote of 315 from Wickes including VAT and delivery.  The Ropes on the OXO tower need replacing at some point in the future.  The Inspection concluded a LOW risk for the playground.
8. Report on Bus Shelter repairs and future usage.
The repairs have been concluded and the new flooring has also been laid.  Cllr. Heneghan said that electric lighting was needed in the bus shelter and Cllr. Willis agreed to obtain a quote.  The future use was discussed and it was agreed that the space should be used for village storage.  The Councillors also discussed the possibility of using the space as a basics only ‘shop’ if the current shop closed at any point in the future.

9. Report on website.
Cllr. Heneghan will meet with Neil and Alex to transfer the domain name.

10. Any Other Business.
Bell Lane development – the land is still in the name of Wigram at the Land Registry.  Measuring equipment has been seen on the site and it is understood that bids have been made although for an increase in the number of plots as the current proposal was seen as not viable.

The Chairman discussed with Cllr. Parsons the lack of transparency with planning issues and said that all information should be clear and on the Council’s website.  Cllr. Young said that controversial items tend not to appear on the website.

Cllr. Parsons said that BT had installed poles along the road from Down Ampney to give faster broadband to the Priory Workshops.  These were installed on Gloucestershire County Council land but no permission was required.  He remarked that above ground cabling is unsightly and old fashioned.  It was agreed that these poles had spoilt the country lane.
The Councillors discussed the problem of cars being parked on the pavements in the village.  The Clerk will email the Police to see what action can be taken.

The Chairman said that there was a need for villagers to get involved with doing small jobs in the village i.e. changing the batteries on the interactive speed signs or cleaning the new gateways when necessary.  

The meeting closed at 7.30 pm.
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